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Á Carolinian; South Carolina (Charleston and 

Orangeburg) and North Carolina (Laurinburg, 

Wilmington, Charlotte, and Mint Hill)

Á Architect, 24 year career

Á Vice President, GREENTHINC., PLLC

(Andrea, my wife, is President or as she likes 

to say ñBossò)

Á Certified SBE Vendor #23186, Charlotte

Á Chair, Committee on the Environment (COTE), 
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Topics

ÅWhy Green?

Å Growth of the Green Industry

Å Green Building Certification (LEED)

Å Financial Incentives (DSIREUSA.org)

Å Steps on how to green your business: 

1. Your business affects the environment. Identify how.

2. You have to meet basic codes and regulations, at least. Can 

you do better?

3. Identify the low hanging fruit first.

Å Outline a Green Operations Plan
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Why Green?

Å Buildings annually consume more than 40% of the total energy and more 

than 72% of the electricity used in the United States,

Å In 2006, the commercial building sector produced more than 1 billion metric 

tons of carbon dioxide, an increase of more than 30% over 1990 levels.

Å Each day 5 billion gallons of potable water are used solely to flush toilets.

* Environmental Information Administration (2008) EIA Annual Energy Outlook
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Why Green?

Å A typical North American commercial building generates about 1.6 pounds 

of solid waste per employee per day and in a building with 1500 

employees that can amount to 300 tons of waste per year.

Å Development alters land from natural, biologically diverse habitats to 

hardscape that is impervious and devoid of biodiversity.

Å The far reaching influence of the built environment necessitates action to 

reduce its impact.

* Environmental Information Administration (2008) EIA Annual Energy Outlook

** US Geological Survey (2000). 2000 data
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Why Green?

Å Green building practices can substantially reduce or eliminate negative 

environmental impacts through high-performance, market-leading design, 

construction and operations practices.

Å Green operations and management reduce operating costs, enhance 

building marketability, increase workersô productivity, and reduce potential 

liability resulting from indoor air quality problems.

24-50% 33-39% 40% 70%

reduce reduce reduce reduce

* Turner, C. & Frankel, M. (2008). Energy performance of LEED for New Construction buildings: Final report.

** Kats, G. (2003). The Costs and Financial Benefits of Green Building: A Report to Californiaôs Sustainable Building Task Force.

*** GSA Public Buildings Service (2008).  Assessing green building performance.  A post occupancy evaluation of 12 GSA buildings.
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Environmental benefits: 

Å Enhance and protect ecosystems

and biodiversity 

Å Improve air and water quality 

Å Reduce solid waste 

Å Conserve natural resources 

Health and community benefits: 

Å Improve air, thermal, and acoustic environments 

Å Enhance occupant comfort and health 

Å Minimize strain on local infrastructure 

Å Contribute to overall quality of life

Why Green?

Environmental
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Development

Economic benefits: 

Å Reduce operating costs 

Å Enhance asset value and profits 

Å Improve employee productivity

and satisfaction

Å Optimize life-cycle economic
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Growth of the Green Industry


